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Business confidence
hit by RATs impasse
Businesseshaveexpressed
frustrationover theGovernment’s
red-light settingsand the lackof
access to rapidantigen tests.

A surveyof 1500Auckland
businesses conductedby the
AucklandBusinessChamber showed
that89per centof businessesexpect
theeconomicenvironmentwill be the
sameorworseover thenext six
months. Just 11 per centof thought
thebusiness climatewould improve.

“Business confidencehasbeen
shaken,” saidAucklandBusiness
ChamberCEOMichael Barnett.

Of thebusinesses surveyed, 86per
cent said theyare strugglingwith the
red-light system.

Barnett said therewasparticular
concernover the isolationandwork-
from-homemandates,whichare
provingdifficult andconfusing to
complywith.

Hewarned that the risk this posed
tobusinessoperations couldendup
impactingcustomer serviceand
supply.

“If you’re inmanufacturing,
operationsandawide rangeof

Michael Barnett

customer-
facing sectors,
work from
home isnot
feasible,”
Barnett said.

“Theenabler
to keep these

critical functions and jobs secured
are rapidantigen tests.”He said an
overwhelmingnumberof the
businesses surveyedwouldbeusing
these tests if theycouldget their
handson them.

“If theywere available, 83per
centof businesseswouldbeusing
themandhave somecertainty that
theycould functionefficiently and
have theirworkers on-site, in jobs
andable tobepaid,” Barnett said.

“TheGovernmentneeds towork
with theprivate sector toensure the
red light doesnotmeanstop. It
shouldbeenablingbusiness and
providing the full rangeof tools,
including testing kits, to keep
businesses and jobsoperatingas
close tonormal as spelt outunder
the red-light protection framework.”
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