
China Registration of Food

Manufacturing Premises

(Decree 248)



What we’ll cover today

• Background

• Part 1: The ‘self-registration’ process

• Part 2: The MPI-recommended registration 
process

• FAQs

• Q&A

NOTE: information current as of 6th April 2022, but may be subject to change. This presentation covers registration 
requirements per Decree 248 – other registration requirements may still apply.



Background



Key 
abbreviations GACC

General Administration of China 
Customs

CIFER
China Imported Food Enterprise 
Registration (Online registration  
platform)



Decree 248 means 
manufacturers have to register

• Came into effect 1 
January 2022

• Overseas food producers 
must register with China 
Customs 

• Registration labelling 
requirements



Who needs to register

• Manufacturers of most 
foods and beverages

• Human consumption only

• Exporters not involved in 
manufacturing/storing

• Food Additives and food-related 
products (e.g. food packaging)

• Ambient stores that do not 
process/pack/re-pack



Current MPI guidance

MPI step-by-step guidance available here

FYIs available on:

• MPI China OMAR page (under Processed Food) 

• Generic MPI FYI page

F05/22 China Registration of Food Manufacturing Premises

F58/21 China Registration of Food Manufacturing Premises

F56/21 China Registration of Food Manufacturing Premises

New consolidated FYI: F14/22 China Registration of 
Food Manufacturing Premises

These guidance documents are not password 
protected

Subscribe to keep informed of new publications
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48628-GACC-Self-Registration-website-guidance
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/export-requirements/omars/search-country-animal-products-wine-organics/china/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/export-requirements/omars/for-your-information-fyi-documents/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/50002-F0522-China-Registration-of-Food-Manufacturing-Premises
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/49231-F5821-China-Registration-of-Food-Manufacturing-Premises-
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48949-F5621-China-Registration-of-Food-Manufacturing-Premises-further-information
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/50612-F1422-China-Registration-of-Food-Manufacturing-Premises
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/?consultation=


China Registration Number

Ensure the right China Registration number is used for import 
declaration and label requirement

One user account (login) per 
premises / MPI registration

One China registration per 
product category/sub-category



China Registration Number

Import declaration must now include China Registration number: CNZLxxxxyymmddzzzz

• CNZL is unique to New Zealand

• xxxx indicates product category

• yymmdd indicates date of registration

• zzzz is serial number 

China Registration number can be found here (if registered): 
https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cn/

https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cn/


All registrations have 
an expiry date

GACC registrations are valid for 5 years.

• Expiry date can be found in current GACC 
registration

• You can apply to renew the GACC 
registration from 3-6 months before the 
expiry date (directly or via MPI).



Specific changes require 
new registration

In the following circumstances, the 
Chinese Registration number will become 
invalid, and you will need to re-apply for 
GACC registration: 

• Relocation of manufacturing 
premises 

• Change of legal representative 

• Change of MPI-approved 
Registration number



Manufacturer B

Manufacturer A

Two methods for registration

1. Self registration

2. MPI-recommended registration



Method depends on 
product category

Via MPI recommendation to GACC Self-registration directly with GACC

18 product categories 

1. Meat and meat products

2. Casings
3. Aquatic products

4. Dairy products (including dairy-based infant formula 
products)

5. Edible fats and oils
6. Bee products

7. Milled grain industry products and malt
8. Fresh and dehydrated vegetables and dried beans

9. Foods for special dietary purpose
10. Health foods (functional foods)

11. Birds nest and products
12. Eggs and egg products

13. Stuffed pasta
14. Edible grains

15. Seasonings
16. Nuts and seeds

17. Dried fruits
18. Unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans

If the product is not one of the 18 
product categories 

e.g. fruit juice, confectionary, wine, 
most processed foods etc.



Part 1: Self-Registration



• Apply online at https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/

• Follow the MPI step-by-step guidance here

• Contact exporterhelp@mpi.govt.nz if you have further questions

How to self register

https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48628-GACC-Self-Registration-website-guidance
mailto:exporterhelp@mpi.govt.nz


How to self register



Important!
Make sure name and address match
the MPI-registered information 
exactly:
- Limited versus Ltd
- Street versus St

Application form

Food safety ID 
document (MPI 
registration)

Self-declaration

What’s needed?



Part 2: MPI–recommended

registration



Registration for 18 food categories 
must be by MPI recommendation



Registration materials required

All applications must be 
done on GACC’s online 

registration system 
(CIFER)

1. MPI recommendation (MPI submits the application to GACC)

2. Registration application in CIFER

3. Manufacturer identity document issued by MPI 

4. MPI Declaration that the manufacturer can meet the 

relevant regulations of China and New Zealand and the 

requirements of Decree 248.

5. MPI ‘examination/inspection/review’ report

The yellow highlights 
show the extra 

information needed for 
MPI-recommended 

applications



MPI Declaration

• ‘True and complete’
Application form/ CIFER fields

• ‘Can meet relevant New Zealand 
regulations’
MPI-approved registration

• ‘Can meet relevant China regulations 
and Decree 248’
Verified ‘Registration Conditions’ and 
compliance to associated GB references



• MPI and premises shall 
make a truthful 
determination of 
conformity according to 
the actual situation of 
the control inspection

• Annex catalogue of 
supporting materials 

• MPI is currently analysing
each template against NZ 
legislative requirements

MPI ‘examination/ 
inspection/ review’ report

There is a different ‘Registration Conditions’ 
template for each product category



Current MPI-recommended 
GACC registrations

There are currently 11 GACC registers for New 
Zealand premises (of the 18 product categories 
where MPI must recommend)

• Meat

• Casings

• Seafood (fish products)

• Dairy products 

• Infant and young children formula (dairy-based)

• Bee products

• Edible fats and oils

• Milled grain industry products and malt

• Fresh/chilled and dehydrated vegetables and dried beans 

• Foods for special dietary purpose

• Health food (functional foods and dietary supplements)

Current CIFER registration records will need to be 

completed in the future – to include all 

compulsory fields.

MPI will notify how to do this (for each product 

category) as required.

In most cases MPI expects for this to be done as 

part of a renewal application (which also needs 

to be recommended by MPI).



New processes for MPI 
recommendation

Under Decree 248 the process for how MPI 
recommends manufacturing premises for 
GACC registration has changed:

• New product categories need MPI 
recommendation

• New and complex Registration 
Conditions, including for some food 
regulated in New Zealand under the 
Food Act 



New processes for MPI recommendation

• For premises that manufacture non-
animal products under the Food Act 
that are intended for export to 
China, the processes will be notified 
in an MPI administrative 
programme

• For premises that manufacture 
animal products (or non animal 
products) under the Animal 
Products Act that are intended for 
export to China, the processes will 
be notified in the China Overseas 
Market Access Requirements 
(OMAR)

MPI needs to develop new processes 

to incorporate these changes so MPI 

has the necessary confidence to 

make the required declaration to 

GACC



New processes for 
MPI recommendation

• Will cover new registration applications, and 
applications for modification/ renewal/ 
cancellation of an existing registration

• Will involve review by an MPI-recognised 
agency (verifier) of:

✓ CIFER application form (a paper version) 
to ensure it is true and complete 

✓ Manufacturing premises’ food safety 
system against Chinese requirements 
(‘Registration Conditions’) by desktop 
review and/or on-site audit

• Registration trials with industry will be carried 
out (as needed) to test the new processes 
before they are finalised



Summary: Next Steps for MPI

Develop

✓ Develop MPI processes for recommending 
new registration and modification, renewal or 
cancellation to current registration

✓ Include consultation with industry/verifiers 
and trials (where required)

✓ Work with verifiers to ensure they are familiar 
with the new MPI requirements, forms and 
processes for China

✓ Notify to all stakeholders (industry, verifiers etc.)

✓ Q&A sessions for industry (where required)
Implement

Animal Products 

Act (OMAR)

&

Food Act 

(Administrative 

Programme)



Summary: Next Steps for operators

Develop

✓ Become familiar with CIFER and the GACC 
requirements under Decree 248

✓ Participate in consultation of new requirements 
and/or trials (where needed)

✓ Don’t submit any CIFER applications to MPI yet 
for a new registration or to modify/ renew an 
existing registration 

✓ Questions to ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz

✓ Be aware and follow any relevant MPI notifications 
(FYIs, OMAR updates) – subscribe to MPI

✓ Participate in any relevant Q&A sessions for 
industry in the futureImplement

Animal Products 

Act (OMAR)

&

Food Act 

(Administrative 

Programme)

mailto:ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/?consultation=


FAQs



How do I get access to the China 
registration website (CIFER)?

• The website address is https://cifer.singlewindow.cn

• You will need a username and login

▪ If you have products to self register, ‘create an account’ yourself

▪ If you have products to register that require MPI recommendation, 
contact ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz to request an account

• If you have already set up your own account and now need access to the 18 
categories that MPI needs to recommend, request this in CIFER via ‘Account 
Certification’

• Remember that each CIFER account links to one manufacturing premises 
(location) only. If you have more than one manufacturing premises, you’ll 
need more than one account.

https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/
mailto:ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz


I’m not sure if my product needs self-registration or 
MPI-recommended registration?
• Search by HS/CIQ code under ‘Product type query’

• Check the ‘Officially recommended registration’ column

▪ NO = self-registration

▪ YES = MPI recommended registration



I have been told I need to put the China 
Registration number on the label – is this a 
requirement under Decree 248?

• Decree 248 (Article 15) allows for either the China registration number or the MPI 
Registration number (RMP, ULI, Food Act Registration, WSMP) to be used.

• MPI understands that some Chinese importers and/or Chinese port authorities are 
requesting that the China registration number be included on the inner and outer 
labels. 

• These types of requests may come from the GACC interpretation document 
(published by GACC on 5 November 2021) where it is advised that in the long run, 
GACC encourages overseas facilities to mark the China Registration number. 



(Pt. 2) I have been told I need to 
put the China Registration 
number on the label – is this a 
requirement under Decree 248?

• If you currently have the MPI Registration 
number on the label, and you choose to 
change to the China Registration number, 
consider first whether it is a New Zealand 
regulatory requirement to include the MPI 
Registration number – you may need to have 
both.

• Remember the labelling requirement only 
applies to food manufactured from 1 January 
2022



What size and where should the 
registration number be placed 
on the inner and outer label?

• Not a question directly related to Decree 248

• Decree 248 states the registration number 
must be on the label – that’s all. 

• For placement and size and type/method, liaise 
with customers and importers.

• For inner retail labels, label in accordance with 
the general rules for the labelling of pre-
packaged foods in China’s national food safety 
standards (status quo)



Can I apply for self-registration on behalf of 
a manufacturer?

• A 'trusted agent' is allowed to apply for self-registration on behalf of a 
manufacturer (Article 9).

• However you should be aware of the GACC interpretation of Article 9 
and the need for an entrustment letter.

• The link to an unofficial English translation of the GACC interpretation 
document (GAIN report) can be found in MPI FYI F14/22

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/50612-F1422-China-Registration-of-Food-Manufacturing-Premises


I have an existing (18 
category) China registration –
what do I have to do on 
CIFER?
• In short: nothing yet

• Check you can login to CIFER (ie you have a 
username and password)

• Explore the website and become familiar with it

• Have a look at your current registrations in CIFER 
and let the China Market Access team know if 
there is anything that concerns you

• Ensure you are subscribed to the MPI updates so 
that you will be the first to know when the new 
processes are published and ready to go 

✓ Subscribe here: 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-
to-mpi/

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/


Is the products list in CIFER (with HS code/ CIQ code 
details) currently being used for customs clearance?

• Refers to the ‘Qualification obtained of Registered in China’ table in CIFER.

• HS/CIQ code on import declaration must match what is in CIFER.

• For existing registrations (18 categories), these tables do not appear to have 
been completed by GACC yet

• MPI is aware of some instances where clearance in China has been delayed due 
to the product not being in this table. In these instances, MPI has engaged 
directly with GACC to resolve.



Feedback



Questions

 
 

 



Questions on self-registration?
Contact ERAS:
04 894 0269
exporterhelp@mpi.govt.nz

Thank you!

Questions on the 18 categories /
MPI-recommended registration?
Contact China Country Listings:
ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz

mailto:exporterhelp@mpi.govt.nz
mailto:ChinaCountryListings@mpi.govt.nz

